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Teeny town scores huge 'green' honor
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By J. Henson — The Capital

The Highland Beach Town Hall got the top ranking from the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program. Town officials are proud that their modest building has gained such a prominent award.

Highland Beach town hall awarded platinum status


By PAMELA WOOD, Staff Writer
Published October 07, 2007 

Highland Beach is among the tiniest towns in Maryland, but the community has achieved one of the biggest national environmental honors.

The community's new town hall was awarded platinum status from the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program last week.

LEED awards are among the top honors in the design and building industry. They're given at varying levels, with platinum as the most difficult to attain.

The only other LEED platinum building in Maryland is the Chesapeake Bay Foundation headquarters in Bay Ridge - just across Blackwalnut Creek from Highland Beach.

The building, which has been open for more than a year, has eco-friendly features from top to bottom, from the green roof to the geothermal heating and cooling system underground.

And while everyone was all smiles at a LEED ceremony on Friday - including many prominent current and former government officials - it was a long road to getting the town hall built.

Initially, the town south of Annapolis sought to build a regular - but larger - building to replace the old town hall. But they ran into problems getting their plans approved because of problems controlling stormwater on site.

The new building was planned to be larger than the old one, and the lot was too small to meet the building-to-land ratios for stormwater control. The project was stalled for years.

Zora Lathan - the town manager at the time and the wife of current Mayor William Sanders - suggested installing a green roof covered with water-loving plants to help control stormwater.

"The initial response was: 'This will never work. What's this green roof stuff? What's this rain garden stuff?' " Mr. Sanders said.

Eventually, town leaders accepted the green roof idea and went even further, trying to incorporate every bit of green design they could.

The thinking, Mr. Sanders said was: "We don't want just a certification for the building. We don't want silver, we don't want gold, we want platinum."

The town hall project spanned three Highland Beach mayors - Crystal Chissell, Ray Langston and Mr. Sanders - as well as various county and state administrations.

"The delays turned out to be a blessing," said Ms. Chissell, who traveled from California to attend the ceremony.

Former governor Parris N. Glendening, who lives a few miles away in Chesapeake Harbour, said he may use Highland Beach's achievements in his work to promote environmentally friendly growth and development.

"You are so far out front in terms of the entire nation," he said. "I can go across the country and say, 'I know this little town that has done it.'"

Money for the town hall came from the state government, the county government, the Maryland Energy Administration, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the Chesapeake Bay Trust.

And as a bonus on Friday, an official from the U.S. Green Building Council gave the town back its $2,250 certification fee - a perk of gaining platinum status.
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